                                               JOHNSON’S ORCHARDS

                                                         FIELD TRIP TIPS

We are happy that you can take your class trip to our apple orchard.  The following tips will help your tour go smoothly and will stretch the value of the time you spend here.  The tips come from our experience in holding tours and by teachers who have taken their classes to the orchards many times.  If this is your first trip, we would be happy for you to visit the orchard on your own before you bring the group.  Introduce yourself, pick up relevant information and try to watch another class having the tour if possible.

  WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO SEE?

A working fruit orchard where apples are grown, gathered, and sold to retail customers.  There are many farm animals present on site but they are not included in the tour.  Those groups having ample time may visit after the tour.

  WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO BEFORE GOING? 

Make sure you have a confirmed reservation faxed or mailed prior to your date.  Have your identification fee paper work ready to present on your day of visit, have your travel route time firmly established so you may arrive at your scheduled time.  Prepare your class and yourself for inclement weather and field conditions.  We are prepared to continue tours despite weather conditions.  Orchards and fields are often located on hillsides, have cool breezes, and wet morning grasses.  Advise use of older shoes.  Don’t forget bee sting kits especially if you have students that are allergic. We give each participant a bag to fill with their selected apples.  We advise making a label with the child’s name or be prepared to write the names on their bag.  We provide boxes for storing the bags on the bus.  Plan your time.  A complete tour is approximately one hour and thirty minutes.  Allow time for the inevitable bathroom breaks, washing hands, and lunch or snack arrangements.

 WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU ARRIVE

Park in area designated for you by sign or parking attendant.  Remain on buses until greeted by tour guide.  Advise of any special needs of children or time constraints at this time.  The guides will direct the children to the learning stations and a designated person or persons will give the identification-fee paper and payment to an attendant in the packing house.  The bags will be distributed when they actually come into that facility.

  PLEASE REMEMBER

An apple orchard is a busy place.  While we as your hosts have made a commitment to teaching children there are other activities that happen while they are here.  Please be active in the control of your classes and careful in the selection of your chaperones.  There may be other classes or schools nearby who are in a different part of their tour.  There may be customers who are shopping. Please help your students to experience the beauty of the farm and orchard and the importance of being courteous.

TRAVEL DIRECTIONS TO JOHNSONS ORCHARDS

FROM LYNCHBURG

TAKE 460 WEST TO BEDFORD BYPASS.  APPROX. 1 MI. BEYOND BYPASS TURN RIGHT ONTO STATE RT 680 (PATTERSON MILL ROAD) AND CONTINUE FOR 4.5 MILES.  AT THIS POINT CONTINUE ON 680 BUT THE ROAD NAME CHANGES TO SHEEP CREEK ROAD.  IN ONE MILE THE APPLESEED COUNTRY ROAD AND SIGN WILL BE ON YOUR LEFT.  

FROM LYNCHBURG 

TAKE 221 TO BEDFORD THEN INDEPENDENCE BLVD TO 460 BYPASS AND PROCEED AS ABOVE.

FROM ROANOKE 

TAKE 460E TO THAXTON (THAXTON MARKET, “THE LITTLEAPPLE”, CITGO STATION).  TURN LEFT ONTO 831 (THAXTON SCHOOL ROAD) A SHORT DISTANCE.  TURN LEFT ONTO 684 (PENICKS MILL ROAD).  CONTINUE ON 684 FOR APPROX. 4 MI. AND TURN LEFT ONTO 680 (SHEEP CREEK ROAD)  CONTINUE ONE MILE TO FARM DRIVEWAY (APPLESEED ROAD) AND SIGN ON LEFT.  THE TURN AT THAXTON MARKET IS SAFER THAN THE TURN FROM 460 ONTO 684.  YOU MAY ALSO USE THE DIRECTIONS OF 680 BY TURNING LEFT FROM 460.  THE DISTANCE WILL BE APPROX. 3 MILES LONGER.

TRAVEL TIME FROM CENTRAL ROANOKE & CENTRAL LYNCHBURG IS AT LEAST ONE HOUR.

